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About the Author 
Jeannie Mobley is a Colorado native who has spent much of her life daydreaming 
herself into other centuries. This tendency has led her to multiple degrees in history and 
anthropology, and a passion for writing fiction. She is currently a professor of 
anthropology in northern Colorado as well as a two-time winner of the Colorado Book 
Award. Her books have received critical acclaim, including starred reviews, awards, both 
state and national notables lists. Her current books are Katerina’s Wish (2012), 
Searching for Silverheels (2014), and Bobby Lee Claremont and the Criminal Element 
(2017) 
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 KATERINA’S WISH by Jeannie Mobley 

Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2012 
FACT SHEET 

 
Description 
Katerina has a dream. It’s her papa’s dream, too. Her family came to 
America to buy their own farm. But a year later, Papa is still working in 
the dangerous coal mine. Each day, the farm seems farther away. 
Then Katerina is reminded of the carp that granted three wishes in an 

old folktale. When her younger sisters hear the story, they immediately make wishes. 
Trina doesn’t believe in such silliness—but what is she to think when her sisters’ wishes 
come true? A farm is still too big to wish for. But, with the help of the neighbor’s 
handsome son, Trina starts building her dream with hard work and good sense. Then 
tragedy strikes, and it seems that nothing Trina wishes for will ever come true again. 
 With warmth and gentle humor, Jeannie Mobley tells the story of a girl whose 
determination is as inspiring as her dreams. 
  
Honors 
2013 Colorado Book Award  for Juvenile Literature 
2014-2015 William Allen White Award Master List 
Library of Congress 52 Great Reads List for the 2013 National Book Festival 
Starred reviews: Kirkus, Publisher’s Weekly, and Booklist 
A Bookpage Best Book of 2012  
100 Magnificent Children's Books of 2012 List by Fuse 8 Productions (an SLJ Blog) 
100 Children's Titles for Reading and Sharing Selection, New York Public Library 
2013 Cream of the Crop List, Maine State Library 
2013 Jefferson Cup Runneth Over List, Virginia Library Association 
 
Reviews  
"Weaving rich details of life in a mining town at the turn of the 20th century with the 
pacing of a good old-fashioned historical romance…Mobley has constructed a world 
where one determined teenager with brains for business, the bravery to stand up for 
herself and the ability to find love helps make dreams come true." 
-- Kirkus Reviews, *STARRED 
 
"The importance of ingenuity, faith, confidence, and the willingness to dream shine 
through in a rich story threaded with traditional folk tales, which offers realistic dilemmas 
and a vibrant setting and cast.." 
-- Publishers Weekly, *STARRED 
 
"Solid historical fiction with a touch of whimsy and romance." 
-- School Library Journal 
 
Details 
Publisher: Margaret K. McElderry Books (2012)  
Hardback: ISBN-10: 1442433434  
Paperback: ISBN: 978-1-4424-3344-1 
Grades: 3-7 

 



 
 

SEARCHING FOR SILVERHEELS by Jeannie Mobley 
Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2014 

FACT SHEET 
 

Description 
In her small Colorado town Pearl spends the summers helping her 
mother run the family café and entertaining tourists with the legend of 
Silverheels, a beautiful dancer who nursed miners through a smallpox 
epidemic in 1861 and then mysteriously disappeared. According to 
lore, the miners loved her so much they named their mountain after 
her. 
 
Pearl believes the tale is true, but she is mocked by her neighbor, 
Josie, a suffragette campaigning for women’s right to vote. Josie says 
that Silverheels was a crook, not a savior, and she challenges Pearl 

to a bet: prove that Silverheels was the kindhearted angel of legend, or help Josie pass 
out the suffragist pamphlets that Pearl thinks drive away the tourists. Not to mention 
driving away handsome George Crawford. 
 
As Pearl looks for the truth, darker forces are at work in her small town. The United 
States’s entry into World War I casts suspicion on German immigrants, and also on 
anyone who criticizes the president during wartime—including Josie. How do you 
choose what’s right when it could cost you everything you have? 
 
Honors 
2015 Colorado Book Award for Juvenile Literature 
2015 WILLA Award 
2015 Amelia Bloomer List 
2015 Jefferson Cup Runneth Over List 
Starred review: Library Media Connection 
 
Reviews 
“An engrossing, plausible story of several unlikely feminist heroines with a touch of 
romance and intrigue.“ --Kirkus Reviews 
 
"A captivating read from start to finish." --Library Media Connection *STARRED 
 
"From the author of Katerina’s Wish (2012), here’s another historical novel with a 
distinctive voice and an unusual setting." --Booklist, October 2014 
 
 
Details: 
Publisher: Margaret K. McElderry Books (2014) 
Hardback ISBN: 978-1-4814-0029-9 
Paperback ISBN: 978-1-4814-0030-5 
Ages 10-14 

 



 
BOBBY LEE CLAREMONT AND THE CRIMINAL ELEMENT  

by Jeannie Mobley 
Holiday House, September 28, 2017 

FACT SHEET 
 

Description 
 All aboard for a fast-paced, Jazz Age–era murder mystery set 
aboard a Chicago-bound train! It’s 1923, and thirteen-year-old 
Bobby Lee Claremont is leaving the Sisters of Charitable Mercy 
orphanage in New Orleans, certain a better life awaits in Chicago’s 
glamorous-sounding mob scene. But his plans unravel when he 
boards his train and meets the recently widowed Nanette 
O’Halloran, her two traveling companions, and a cop who suspects 
the trio of murdering Nanette’s husband. Bobby Lee is sure 
Nanette’s innocent. But what about her companions? As Bobby Lee 
digs for answers, he discovers the mob, Prohibition, segregation, 

and a famed jazz band are all pieces of an increasingly dangerous puzzle. 
 
Honors 
2017 Junior Library Guild Selection 
Starred review: Booklist 
 
Reviews 
"Chock-full of well-imagined dialogue, the writing has a wonderfully cinematic quality. 
Mobley swiftly establishes vivid characters and settings and then lets the action unfold 
while surprising readers with plot twists along the way. A lively, well-researched 
historical novel."  
--Booklist *STARRED 
 
“Readers will find Bobby Lee to be an optimistic and idealistic hero they can relate to 
and root for. VERDICT An action-packed story that will inform as much as it entertains. A 
strong choice for historical fiction shelves.”  
–Christina Paolozzi, Bonaire Elementary School, GA School Library Journal 
  
 
Details 
Publisher: Holiday House (2017) 
ISBN: 978-0-8234-3781-8 
246 pages 
Grades 4-8 
 
For Holiday House Publicity, contact Emily Campisano, ecampisano@holidayhouse.com 
Holiday House Marketing, contact Emily Mannon, emanon@holidayhouse.com 
 
 

 



SAMPLE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS WITH JEANNIE MOBLEY 

You are an archaeologist and college professor specializing in the archeology of 
the American Southwest. How does your deep love and knowledge of prehistoric 
cultures inform your writing? 

More than my knowledge of prehistoric cultures, my knowledge of cultural theory informs 
my writing. I try to avoid writing stories about the cultures I study scientifically, because I 
don’t feel those are my stories to write; they belong to other people.  But I am drawn 
both to archaeology (which is a sub-branch of anthropology) and to writing fiction by my 
fascination with the human experience—the way we are all the same in our desires and 
needs, but we fulfill those desires and needs in so many different ways. And often, we 
fail to see that the desires and needs of others are much like ours, because of those 
cultural differences. Writing fiction and doing anthropology are both ways in which I 
explore of the deep truths of what it is to be human. 

If you could invite any five historic figures to dinner, who would you invite and 
what would you serve at your feast? 

For writers, I would have to invite Jane Austen and Willa Cather. I would probably be 
completely tongue tied trying to have a dinner conversation with Jane Austen—she was 
so good at seeing right through pretense and so good at witty commentary of what she 
saw that I would be mortified to expose myself to her. I’d want to include a few famous 
scientists too—maybe Charles Darwin and Earl Morris, one of the great Southwestern 
Archaeologists of the early 2oth century. As for that fifth seat, I think I would invite 
Silverheels, the legendary dancer from my second book, so I could find out once and for 
all what her real story is. 

As for the menu, I’ve been doing some research on the era of Louis XIV, and he had 
some outrageous banquets with twenty or thirty courses! I find that intriguing, so I’d want 
to give it a try just once, especially if we could do it in Versailles.  

 
What do you love most, and hate most, about being a writer? 
 
I love the first draft. I love sinking into a story and letting it sweep me away. Nothing is 
more deeply satisfying than that feeling of writing when the story is flowing, and I am the 
instrument that channels it into words. What I hate most is having to act like a grown up 
when my critique partners read that glorious first draft and tell me its not so glorious after 
all. And of course, there is the wallow of despair that comes with rejection.  
 
What's your best method for handling difficult writing moments or rejection? And 
what's your favorite way to celebrate? 
 
Did I mention the wallow of despair? No one can out-wallow me. If wallowing was an 
Olympic sport, I would break Michael Phelps' record in no time. However, when I do 
decide to finally behave like an adult, I find it useful to seek the community of other 
writers. Getting busy on other manuscripts and blog posts really helps, too. 
 



My favorite way to celebrate is with other writers as well. Dinner or happy hour or just an 
afternoon together in each other’s company makes all the hard parts of the job totally 
worth it! 

If we were to peek into a classroom where a teacher is using your book in a lesson 
or with a small group, what might we see? 

I think you might see many things. Historical fiction has the potential to teach many 
different lessons in the classroom. Our society keeps coming back to many of the same 
issues repeatedly in our history–things like immigration, racism, labor movements, 
stereotypes of other ethnicity or nationalities. Sometimes, it is easier to talk about these 
issues by viewing them in a different, less politically or socially charged context. I hope 
my books could start conversations that have relevance both in understanding our 
history and understanding the situations we face today.  

For some ideas about using my books in the classroom, I would encourage teachers to 
visit my website, www.jeanniemobley.com and take a look at my curriculum guides and 
activity ideas for students. Homeschoolers will find these resources useful as well. 

 

 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Award Winning Colorado Author Releases Third Book to Critical Acclaim 

Award-winning author Jeannie Mobley (Katerina’s Wish, Searching for 
Silverheels) has released her third novel, Bobby Lee Claremont and the Criminal 
Element. Like her earlier books, it is a work of historical fiction for young readers 
in grades 4-8. Bobby Lee Claremont and the Criminal Element is the story of 13 
year old Bobby Lee, who is leaving New Orleans in 1923 aboard a train bound 
for Chicago. He plans to join the gangsters who are making a fortune off of 
prohibition, but he discovers an overwhelming and soft-hearted desire for justice 
when he meets a widow with a baby, and the men he suspects killed her 
husband. His plans may have to change as he becomes entangled in a mystery 
involving jazz, Jim Crow laws, nuns, and a cast of shady characters. 

Mobley, a Colorado native and professor of anthropology, is the two-time winner 
of the Colorado Book Award, and has received numerous other honors for her 
work, including awards, starred reviews, and national honor lists. Bobby Lee 
Claremont and the Criminal Element, which was released on September 28, 
2017 already seems destined for similar acclaim. It has been designated a Junior 
Library Guild Selection, and has earned glowing reviews, including a star from 
Booklist, who says,  “Chock-full of well-imagined dialogue, the writing has a 
wonderfully cinematic quality. Mobley swiftly establishes vivid characters and 
settings and then lets the action unfold while surprising readers with plot twists 
along the way. A lively, well-researched historical novel.” 

Details 
Bobby Lee Claremont and the Criminal Element 
Publisher: Holiday House (2017) 
ISBN: 978-0-8234-3781-8 
246 pages 
Grades 4-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 


